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ignored. Nothing unpleasant ever ruffled her
serenity, because she simply failed to notice it.
Darwin and the Labour Party alike had passed
unnoticed under the bulwark of her mighty nose;
the one in eighteen seventy-one, the other in
nineteen-six. She remained unaware that the
Americans were discovering Europe far more
rapidly than the Europeans had discovered America,
The only event that had ever been known to
arouse her indignation was the death duty im-
posed by Sir William Harcourt in the Radical
Budget of eighteen-ninety-four. She had been
forced to take notice of that; because her son,
Sebastian's father, had been killed in the South
African war in nineteen-hundred when Sebastian
was fourteen years old; and she had read in the
Morning Post that the duty payable on the Chevron
estates would amount to one hundred thousand
pounds' benefit to the Treasury. On that occasion
theDowagerDuchesshadstartlinglyandalarmingly
emerged from her trance, had sent for her man of
affairs, and had dictated a letter of protest to the
Chancellor of the Exchequer. It was a dignified
protest, but still it was a protest. It expounded the
fallacy of impoverishing the great estates, and
pointed out the increase of unemployment which
must necessarily arise as a result of such taxation,
It drew attention to the number of pensioners
supported by the Chevron estate. It hinted that
such pensions might in future be discontinued,
reduced^ or even thrown upon the charge of the
Government. It indicated the necessity for the